
 

 

District #7280 Keystone Rotary E-Club International Project: See Me 

Blind people in Kosovo struggle to access employment and contribute 

meaningfully to their society. This is especially the case in Gjakova, which used 

to be an industrial city, but lost most of its factories during the latest war (1999) 

and is now one of the poorest municipalities in Kosovo. In the municipality of 

Gjakova there are over 420 people registered as blind with the Gjakova Society 

of the Blind, and half of them are under forty years old. People who are blind 

are often discriminated against because of the negative stereotypes about people 

with disabilities. As a result, they remain a largely hidden population. Among 

the challenges they face is lack of proper education and training which would 

allow them to read Braille and orient themselves outside their homes.  

Current proposed project 

Considering this context, the main aim of the proposed project will be to offer 

children who are blind the opportunity to gain independence through learning 

the Braille alphabet, orienting themselves in their houses and the community, 

and gaining computer skills. Learning how to read and write facilitates the integration of blind children into the 

education system in Gjakova. Building on this, gaining mobility in and outside of the house, would ensure that 

blind children do not just attend mainstream schools, but also become part of the society and challenge the negative 

stereotypes which contribute to their marginalization. Lastly, considering that we live in an increasingly technologic 

world, through learning how to use computer software for blind people, project participants will become involved 

in the ever-growing internet community. Braille, mobility, and computer classes will last for six months each and 

are limited to six students per class to ensure that each student receives the attention that he/she needs in order to 

learn properly. Certified Braille, mobility, and computer instructors have already been identified.  

We believe that a partnership among Rotary clubs will enable as many children as possible to have access to these 

classes over the next year. An opportunity like this will be life changing for these children in need, and a testament 

to Rotary’s ability to foster change. For further information or to make a donation, please contact Kaltrina or 

Darla. We are available to attend meetings and share information to your group via zoom, skype, or other available 

connections.   

Expected project budget for 6 students for 6 months  

 Per Month Total 

Braille Instructors $225 $1350 

Computer Instructor $225 $1350 

Mobility $225 $1350 

Course Coordinator (part-time) $115 $690 

Transportation $135 $972 

Snack $69 $497 

Total  $6209 

 

Contact Information 

 

Project Coordinator:  Kaltrina Kusari (kaltrinaku@gmail.com) is the Vice-President of the Keystone Rotary 

E-Club. She was born and raised in Kosova and is currently completing her PhD Studies in Social Work at the 

University of Calgary, Alberta, Canada.   

President 2019-20:  Darla Motta: E-mail at keystonterotaryeclub@gmail.com  or Call/Text: 724-458-8822 
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